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Zone shall be considered and treated as an organized Territory of the 
United States. 

Sec. 13. That in time of war in which the United States shall be 
engaged, or when, in the opinion of the President, war is imminent, 
such officer of the Army as the President may designate shall, upon the 
order of the President, assume and have exclusive authority and juris- 
diction over the operation of the Panama Canal and all of its adjuncts, 
appendants, and appurtenances, including the entire control and govern- 
ment of the Canal Zone, and during the continuance of such condition 
the governor of the Panama Canal shall, in all respects and particulars 
as to the operation of such Panama Canal, and all duties, matters, and 
transactions affecting the Canal Zone, be subject to the order and direc- 
tion of such officer of the Army. 

Sec. 14. That this Act shall be known as, and referred to as, the 
Panama Canal Act, and the right to alter, amend, or repeal any or all 
of its provisions or to extend, modify, or annul any rule or regulation 
made under its authority is expressly reserved. 



ARBITRATION CONVENTION BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES OF VENEZUELA 



AND THE UNITED STATES OF BRAZIL 



Signed at Caracas, April, SO, 1909; ratifications exchanged, January 8, 

1912 

The Acting President of the United States of Venezuela and the Pres- 
ident of the United States of Brazil, desirous to conclude an arbitral 
convention in accordance with the principles enunciated in Articles XV 
to XIX and in Article XXI of the Convention for the Peaceful Settle- 
ment of International Disputes, signed at The Hague the 29th day 
of July, 1899, have duly authorized the undersigned: 

Dr. Francisco Gonzalez Guinan, Minister of Foreign Relations of the 
United States of Venezuela, and 

Don Luiz R. de Lorena Ferreira, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister 
Plenipotentiary of the United States of Brazil to the United States of 
Venezuela-, 

Who have agreed upon the following articles: 

1 Gaceta Oficial of Venezuela, January 9, 1912, No. 11,508. 
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Ahticle I 

Differences which may arise of a legal nature, or relating to the inter- 
pretation of treaties existing between the high contracting parties, and 
which it may not have been possible to settle by diplomacy, shall be 
submitted to the Permanent Court of Arbitration at The Hague; pro- 
vided, that they do not affect the vital interests, the independence or the 
honor of the high contracting parties, and do not concern the interests of 
third parties. 

It is also understood that if one of the two high contracting parties 
should choose to do so, any arbitration provided for in this convention 
shall be first submitted to the chief executive of a friendly state or before 
arbitrators chosen without restriction to the list of the above named 
Permanent Court of Arbitration at The Hague. 

Article II 

In each individual case the high contracting parties, before appeal- 
ing to the Permanent Court of Arbitration of the Hague, or to other 
arbitrators or to a sole arbitrator, shall conclude a special agreement 
defining clearly the matter in dispute, the scope of the powers of the 
arbitrator or arbitrators, and the periods to be fixed for the formation 
of the arbitral tribunal and the several stages of the procedure. It is 
understood that such special agreements shall be entered into by the 
presidents of the respective states and shall be subjected to the for- 
malities which the respective constitutional laws of the two countries 
require for such purposes. 

Article III 

The present convention shall remain in force for the period of five 
years from the date of the exchange of the ratifications thereof and if 
not denounced six months before the expiration of the above named pe- 
riod it shall continue in force for one additional year, and so on in the 
future. 

Article IV 

The present convention shall be ratified by the President of the 
United States of Venezuela in accordance with the constitution and 
laws of this state, and by the President of the United States of Brazil 
with the authority of the Federal Congress thereof. The ratifications 
shall be exchanged in the city of Caracas as soon as possible and the 
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convention shall become effective immediately upon the exchange of 
said ratifications. 

In witness whereof, we, the undersigned, sign the present treaty in 
duplicate, in Spanish and Portuguese, and affix thereto our seals. 
Done in the City of Caracas on the 30th day of April, 1909. 

(L. S.) F. Gonzalez Guinan. 
(L. S.) Luiz R. de Lorena Ferreira. 



